Virginia Food Safety Task Force

January 4, 2006
Record of Meeting

Introduction

The Virginia Food Safety Task Force held its 23rd meeting on January 4, 2006, in the fifth floor conference room of the Virginia Department of Health, 109 Governor Street, Richmond, VA.  The following individuals attended this meeting:

Joe Eifert

VA Cooperative Extension, VA Tech

540/231-3658/9293

jeifert@vt.edu
Gary Hagy

VDH

804/225-4022

gary.hagy@vdh.virginia.gov
Julia Murphy

VDH-Epidemiology

804/786-9613

julia.murphy@vdh.virginia.gov
Denise Toney

DCLS

804/648-4480, ext. 282

denise.toney@dgs.virginia.gov
Barry Hawkins

VA Petroleum, Convenience, & Grocery Assoc.
804/282-7534, ext 102

barry@vpcga.com
Catherine Cummins

VA Environmental Health Association

434/293-3504

catherine.cummins@vdh.virginia.gov
Glen Rutherford

Arlington Co. Environmental Health

703/228-7455

grutherford@co.arlington.va.us
Doug Saunders

VDACS-Office of Dairy and Foods

804/786-8899

doug.saunders@vdacs.virginia.gov
Bob Croonenberghs

VDH – Shellfish Sanitation

804/864-7477

bob.croonenberghs@vdh.virginia.gov
Anne Barker-Smith

VA Food & Beverage Association

804/287-8165

absvt@earthlink.net
Kim Edmonds
VA Cooperative Extension

804/501-5160

kiedmon1@vt.edu
Jennifer Moore

VDACS

804/786-0188

jennifer.moore@vdacs.virginia.gov
The January 4, 2006 meeting of the Virginia Food Safety Task Force began around 9:40 AM.  Joe Eifert gave a brief welcome and introductions were made around the room.
Old Business

Update of Task Force Membership-The Task Force reviewed the membership list and made suggestions of possible replacement organizations for those who have not sent a representative in the last several meetings.  Joe Eifert will contact the Virginia Crop Production Association to determine if they should continue as an official member. Gary Hagy and Doug Saunders will follow-up with various membership organizations to get representation at future meetings or verify whether or not the organization would like to be replaced.  Organizations suggested included:

Farm Bureau


Virginia Agribusiness Council


Federal Bureau of Investigation


Virginia Department of Education


Virginia State Police


State Chefs Association
Task Force Directory-Gary Hagy informed the Task Force that he has someone in his office to update the website; he just needs to follow up with Pam Warner and get the information.

Food Security Update-Julia Murphy and Doug Saunders talked about the exercise and said overall the exercise was good.  It allowed all participants to discover strengths and identify weaknesses.  There could possibly be another exercise in the spring.
New Business

FDA Draft Voluntary HACCP Manual for Operators and Regulators of Retail and Food Service Establishments-Joe Eifert informed the Task Force this just came out recently and there is a public comment period right now.  No one on the Task Force has had a chance to review it.
H.B.124 Sale of Farm Produce- Task Force discussed the currently proposed House Bill 124 (sponsored by Kilgore) and its potential repercussions/ consequences.
Conference for Food Protection, Columbus, Ohio, April 7-12, 2006-The deadline to submit an issue is January 23, 2006.  This is the opportunity to submit any changes in the Food Code you would like to see made.

Travel Reimbursements- Doug Saunders informed the Task Force that there is still money to reimburse travel and related expenses.  Reimbursement requests can be sent to:

Sandy Linkous
Office of Dairy and Foods

Virginia Dept. of Agriculture and Consumer Services
Suite 349
102 Governor St.
Richmond, VA 23219
Dates for Future Meetings—Doug Saunders informed the Task Force that there will be an FDA satellite downlink conference on March 29, 2006 and the meeting for April 5, 2006 should be rescheduled to this date.  The conference is to promote food defense awareness and state food task forces are encouraged to participate. Julia Murphy will try to schedule a conference room with satellite downlink capabilities at VDH and notify the Task Force.
Location for Future Meetings- The Task Force also discussed different locations to host future meetings.  For now, the meetings will continue at the VDH building in downtown Richmond.  Other possible sites include another Richmond location offered by Anne Barker-Smith or Virginia Tech in Blacksburg (Joe Eifert).
Topics, Speakers, Activities for Future Meetings—
· Discuss possible name change of Task Force to reflect national level name change (Virginia Food Protection and Defense Task Force)
· Barry Hawkins plans to share a CD from the state of Ohio on retail food security.
· E-mail topics of interest to Joe Eifert.

Dates for Future Meetings—

1. March 29, 2006, 12:30pm  (April 5, 2006 has been cancelled/rescheduled)
2. July 12, 2006, 9:30 am
3. October 4, 2006, 9:30 am
All meetings are currently scheduled to take place in the 5th floor conference room of the Madison Building (VDH).
Meeting adjourned at 11:45 A.M.  
